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INTRODUCTIONS

Dear Friends,

[t gives me great pleasure to present the New Essential Guide to Spanish
Reading, brought to fruition with the support of ICEX, CEDRO, FGEE and the German
Sanchez Ruipérez Foundation.

As a publisher, | have frequently asked myself about the scope of the works
we bring to market. Determining the size of print runs is more often than not a thorny
question. If the print run is too large, it may penalize investment in new titles, if it
is too small, then the disruption in stocks could negatively affect sales and space
allocation in bookstores. The digital format may lesson the uncertainties we harbor
in regard to printed works, but it does not allay our anxiety about the scope of a
work to be published. Certainly, a work originating in Spain for a Spanish readership
that transcends our borders and captures the North American market is a source of
pride for the publisher and the author. It is not merely a financial matter, but also a
source of professional pride. In this sense, for some years now Spanish publishers
have achieved a certain degree of penetration in the North American market, thanks
to an increasing Spanish-speaking population and to students of the language, often
animated to do so by campaigns like America Reads Spanish.

The LIBER International Book Fair, alternatively hosted by Barcelona and
Madrid, has given us the opportunity to meet visiting North American librarians and
distributors, who are consummate professionals. This contact among professionals
is crucial for gathering first-hand information about what new books are simmering
in the Spanish publishing world and for recommendation for additions to North
American libraries. Likewise, the American librarians and distributors who visit LIBER
know what their reading publics demand. In this way, North American demand is
matched to the supply offered by Spanish publishers.

} www.americareadsspanish.org INTRODUCTIONS <
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We hope that the selection of over six hundred basic titles in this new edition
will animate youngsters of all ages to join the book reading world, key for any society
committed to the youth-book binomial, and essential for achieving greater levels of
liberty and culture. Reading and books will ensure that the many new immigrants
to the United States have a bridge between liberty and culture, a goal proven very
difficult to reach by other means.

From a business perspective, it is very stimulating to have a presence in the
United States market, in which competitiveness and quality take precedence over
other parameters. Spanish publishers are pleased to take on the challenges of this
market, as we have done in our own natural markets for a great number of years,
and in so doing, have been recompensed by the creation of a great publishing
industry in Spain.

Finally, we cannot overstate the invaluable cooperation of the German
Sanchez Ruipérez Foundation, whose enthusiasm for, and knowledge of, the world
of books for children and young adults, has decisively contributed to the edition of
this selection of books we are now presenting.

We hope that our efforts to produce this second edition prove to be interesting
and gratifying to you, and help to deepen the bonds between our cultures.

Antoni Comas
Spanish Association of Publishers Guilds

} INTRODUCTIONS www.americareadsspanish.org <
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INTRODUCTIONS

It is with great pleasure that | introduce this second edition of the Essential
Guide to Spanish Reading, a revised and improved volume that gathers the best
commentaries and reviews of professionals in the industry, who understand the need
for such a tool. This Guide is meant for librarians to enhance the Spanish book
collections in their libraries.

I\

This Guide has been elaborated as part of the promotional plan America
Reads Spanish with the support of the Spanish Institute for Foreign Trade, with the
aim to attend the increasing demand for Spanish language materials in the U.S.

Currently, there are more Spanish speaking people in the U.S. than there is in
Spain, which explains the more than 30,000 Guides we have distributed during the
last four years, helping to increase and improve librarians and book sellers’ offer to
their communities.

Our objective is to contribute to the promotion of reading in Spanish as a step
in the process of positioning Spanish culture and commerce in the United States,
since both language and understanding are main objectives towards a successful
exchange of ideas and projects between our two countries.

After the success of the first edition of this Guide, of which we are deeply
proud, we continued working on this project, culminating in the presentation of this
new edition, with 640 titles, which includes a more extensive section for children and
young adults.

M? Coriseo Gonzalez-Izquierdo
Consejera Delegada del ICEX
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INTRODUCTIONS

The best and/or most informative Spanish books on the subjects of Fiction
and Literature; Poetry and Drama; Non-Fiction, Reference and Children and Young
Adults are described in this New Essential Guide to Spanish Reading a bibliography
for professionals, scholars, students, and lay people. The informative abstracts,
including titles new to this edition, range in length from 50 to 100 words for more
than 600 titles in Spanish, and have been written by professional journalists, teachers,
booksellers and librarians that work with Latino communities in the United States.

N

I commend America Reads Spanish that once again took the challenge and
worked hard to launch this New Essential Guide to Spanish Reading. Now that Latinos
are 16.3% of the US population surpassing all other minority groups, |am very sure
that the New Essential Guide to Spanish Reading will be in all U.S. libraries providing
services to our 50.5 million people called Latinos.

Maria Kramer
REFORMA President 2011-12
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p A NOTE FROM AMERICA READS SPANISH. 4

.
N

The Risks of a Plural Endeavor.

The open, one might say, choral, nature of this bibliography stems from its
own genesis; this is not simply a conventional determination of a canon, rather its
value and its richness reside in the fact that the recommended works have been
previously read, consulted and used by the professionals who suggested them and
who so aver.

The procedure for obtaining the titles in this New Guide was undoubtedly
a risky proposition; precedence was given to free participation over the normative
pyramidal process involving literary editors, the distribution of areas of expertise,
etc., knowing all the while of the possible disparity in authors, themes, eras and
geographic areas which might thus obtain.

The final result presented now demonstrates that it was worth assuming that
risk. The New Guide is a rich and plural, distinctive bibliography, and while many of
the names listed therein are found in the canons of the most representative works of
our literatures, in other instances one will find lesser known or forgotten authors and
works, but which nonetheless are of equal import and interest.

Structure of the New Guide.

The bibliography is divided into five major sections: Literature and Fiction,
Poetry and Drama, Non Fiction, Reference Works, and Children and Young Adult
Literature. In each section, the works are ordered alphabetically by title. Each
reference includes the title in Spanish, a brief note about the work, and the name of

} www.americareadsspanish.org INTRODUCTIONS <
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the author of the comment and his or her profession and/or institution. It was deemed
appropriate not to include information relative to places of publication, publishers,
collections, and ISBNs. The New Guide is further supplemented by general indexes
by authors, titles and collaborators.

N

Usefulness of the New Guide.

The New Guide aspires to be useful for librarians who wish to endow a basic
Hispanic corpus or to complete the one they currently possess with quality works. It
may also prove valuable for American booksellers who wish to enrich their offerings
for a more demanding readership. Undoubtedly, the New Guide may also provide
practical support in the selection of works for teachers and professors of Spanish
and Hispanic literatures. Finally, the New Guide may be used by any reader who
seeks advice or suggestions.

} INTRODUCTIONS www.americareadsspanish.org <
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== Author: Roberto Bolafio

The five novels which comprise this monumental work have a common leitmotif based on
a historical event: the murders of the women of Juarez. An astonishing display of audacity
and narrative power, 2666 blends the structures and essences of the best in European and
American narrative, putting itself forward as a new and revolutionary modality of the total
novel, which combines traits both of the detective story and the epic poem.

A 1A DERIVA Y OTROS CUEN

== Author: Horacio Quiroga

A collection of short stories by one of Uruguay’s finest writers.

Scott Van Jacob University of Notre Dame

A QUIEN CORRESPONDA.

N £
= Author: Walter Ventosilla %s%
To Whom It May Concern is a collection of startling short stories, all set in big cities
save one, which takes place in a Peruvian village in the Andes. All stories relate with the
experiences of the narrator who bares his immigrant spirit in each tale. This book
presents the reality of many who have dared to cross borders legally or illegally. Survival, the
achievement of dreams, and social and human obstacles become everyday battles that
must be faced by those who decided to change their life but not their spirit.

Scott Van Jacob University of Notre Dame

ABRIL ROJO.

AL
== Author: Santiago Roncagliolo %:%
This novel revisits a classic detective novel plot in which the investigator, not satisfied with the
police version of the case, decides to inquire beyond official police procedures, and stirs the
stagnant waters until he finds the real truth. In this case, he is a district attorney posted to a
small Peruvian town, and the price he will pay will be to come face to face with horror itself.
With a formidable style, the author recreates popular speech in fast-moving dialogues, while
delving into the human character and the circumstances of the country.

Paloma Graciani Biblioteca “José Emilio Pacheco”
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ADIOS HEMINGWAY.

== Author: Leonardo Padura

Mystery readers and Hemingway fans alike will enjoy the latest case of Padura’s postmodern
detective Mario Conde. Skeletal remains found in Hemingway’s Cuban home require an
investigation that leads to revelations about the author’s final years.

Teresa Chapa University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

ADIRE Y EL TIEMPO ROTO.

== Author: Manuel Granados

The most important Cuban novel written by a black author, its poetic language captivated
José Lezama Lima and dazzled Julio Cortazar. One of the great forgotten works of Cuban
literature, which again is being discovered by new generations of readers.

Fernando Veldzquez Medina Writer and Journalist

== Author: Jorge Luis Borges

Among the unparalleled volumes of stories by Borges, perhaps none is as well-known as this
one. The title story is probably the most discussed and analyzed narrative in Latin American
literature.

Octavio Nuiiez US Librarian

ALGUNAS NUBES.

Az
NEW

N

== Author: Paco Taibo Il

Mexico City F.D. is the setting for this violent story which presents a mordant critique of the
Mexican police machine as well as detailed descriptions of the grosteque characters that
inhabit that world. This is the third in a series of novels featuring the best known detective in
Mexican literature, Hector Belascoaran Shayn, and is peppered with the intrigues of corrupt
power centers and touches of humor.

Paloma Graciani Biblioteca “José Emilio Pacheco”
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EL ALQUIMISTA IMPACIENTE.

Nz
== Author: Lorenzo Silva NEW

This is an essential novel for lovers of the crime genre, written by one of the great names of
the modern Spanish detective thriller.

Paloma Graciani Biblioteca “José Emilio Pacheco”

EL AMOR EN LOS TIEMPOS DEL CO

== Author: Gabriel Garcia Marquez
This is my favorite of Garcia Marquez's novels. In his magical style he follows the obsessive

love of Florentino for Fermina and after 50 years we all rejoice in the happy reunion and love
of the pair.

Millie Torrance Sacramento Public Library

LA AMORTAJADA.

== Author: Marfa Luisa Bombal

One of the most outstanding works in Latin American literature written by a woman, both
intimate and fantastic in nature, is still required reading and study in literature programs.

Octavio Nunez US Librarian

ANTES QUE ANOCHEZCA: AUTOBIO

== Author: Reinaldo Arenas

Profoundly human and intensely political award-winning memoir recounts the author’s
incredible journey from a childhood of poverty in Cuba to his imprisonment for homosexuality,
his suppression as a writer and his life in the U.S.

Patricia Cuesta Los Angeles Public Library
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ANTOLOGIA PERSONAL.

= Author: Julio Ramén Ribeyro

The intimate relationship between the author and tobacco is analyzed with both humor and
fatalism in “For Smokers Only”, the first selection in this compilation from the master of the
short story. It also includes essays, plays and diary entries.

Richard Heyer Instituto Cervantes New York

APRENDICES DE BRUJO.

Sy
== Author: Antonio Orlando Rodriguez NEW

This novel, set in the Roaring Twenties, is thematically unique. Mixing satire with urban
adventure, high society with the demimonde, it very successfully recreates the atmosphere
of the age. An unforgettable reading experience.

Robert Zaman US Librarian

EL ARBOL DE LA CIENCIA.

== Author: Pio Baroja

The Tree of Knowledge belongs to Pio Baroja’s trilogy called The Race (La Raza). This novel
about education and reflection on the human condition became an instant classic within
the Spanish literary tradition and especially as a psychological work for speculations by
the young. It relates the life of Andrés Hurtado, medical student and later village doctor and
researcher, a life which is not self-explanatory, which does not have a meaning or absolute
reasons to justify it, and in which knowledge and responsibilities are not sources of pleasure
but of pain.

Lluis Agusti Instituto Cervantes New York

ARRANCAME LA VIDA.

= Author; Angeles Mastretta

If the title sounds like a bolero, it's because the narrative carries the story of a strong woman
in post-revolutionary Mexico with such melodic text. And indeed, the English edition was
published as Mexican Bolero in 1989.

Adan Griego Stanford University Libraries
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EL ASCO: THOMAS BERNHAR

== Author: Horacio Castellanos Moya

Each country should engender a writer who has the capacity of devastating the reader on
the page. In the case of El Salvador, Castellanos Moya is that man. In a bitter but brilliant
exercise, the protagonist of the book implacably explodes symbols, institutions,
characters and everything which constitutes the internal and external life of a country, without
distinction to political allegiance or social class. Disgust (EI Asco) is also an exercise in style, an
intelligent bomb of acerbic humor. In his fierce but lucid fall, the protagonist will come to
the end of himself, understanding that although granted exile, forgetting is denied to him.
With novels like Arms in the Man (El Arma en el Hombre) and Dance with Serpents (Baile con
Serpientes), written in agile and steely prose, Castellanos Moya is without a doubt one of the
best and most intense Central American and Hispanic American writers of our times.

Gaspar Orozco Mexican Poet and Diplomat

N £
== Author: Arturo Pérez-Reverte %s%
El asedio takes place in Cadiz during the Spanish War of Independence in 1811 and 1812.
While Spain is occupied by the French army and fights for its freedom, Cadiz is witnessing
a different kind of massacre. Women’s bodies are found throughout the city in strategic
places, mimicking a chess board. El asedio is not a proper historical or war novel like Cabo
Trafalgar or Un dia de cdlera by the same author, but rather a complex thriller featuring a
corrupt policeman, the heiress of a powerful local family, a sea captain, a taxidermist, a
guerilla fighter from the salt marshes and an eccentric artilleryman. In this crime novel the
laws of probability and precise calculations based on mathematics and physics are key to
the outcome of the story.

Patricia Figueroa Brown University

ASESINATO EN EL COMIT

e
== Author: Manuel Vazquez Montalban NEW

Pepe Carvalho is the Hispanic equivalent of the great misanthropic and skeptical detectives
which abound in the American thriller. In this case, the detective has to investigate the death
of Secretary General of the Communist Party of Spain, assassinated while presiding over a
meeting of the Party’s Central Committee.

Paloma Graciani Biblioteca “José Emilio Pacheco”
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N
== Author: Juan Carlos Onetti NEW

Without a doubt, Onetti is one of the greatest writers of Uruguayan letters. Creator of dark and
oppressive settings, Onetti sets this story in Santa Marfa, locale where his other novels take
place. Larsen, the protagonist, returns after long years of exile with the idea of managing an
old shipyard, but finds it to be as decrepit as everything else that surrounds him. Juan Carlos
Onetti was awarded the Cervantes Prize in 1980.

Salvador Vergara Instituto Cervantes Chicago

AVENTURAS LITERARIAS.

=== Author: Ana C. Jarvis, Raquel Lebredo, and Francisco Mena-Aylion

This book contains short stories written by Latinamerican and Spaniards authors. It also
contains classical poetry (Amado Nervo).

Guillermina Raffo Magnasco St. Thomas University

N

== Author: Clorinda Matto de Turner NEW

N

The feudal social system in the Andean village of “Killac” is upset when an educated couple
from Lima move into the area. When they try to help a local Indian family, Lucia and Fernando
Marin become involved in a violent conflict with the political and religious authorities of the

town.
Richard Heyer Biblioteca “Jorge Luis Borges”
BALAS DE PLATA.
Dz
== Author: Elmer Mendoza New

Elmer Mendoza presents a novel which has all the requirements of the crime fiction genre: a
detective, a murder, a list of suspects, a corrupt milieu, and an ending which is symptomatic
of a skeptical take on Mexican reality. Vengeance, not the law, is the victor. This is an excellent
example of what critics have dubbed narcoliterature.

Paloma Graciani Biblioteca “José Emilio Pacheco”
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BALUN CANAN.

== Author: Rosario Castellanos

A coming-of-age story about a young girl’s life on a Chiapas coffee plantation, by the
Mexican novelist, poet and diplomat.

Lynn Shirey Harvard College Library

BARRIO DE MARAVILLAS.

== Author: Rosa Chacel
In my opinion, this is the greatest novel of 20th century Spanish literature, much more
important for the style of its telling and how it provides glimpses of the author’s mind than for

what it tells. Inward-looking, following the aesthetic theories of Ortega y Gasset, its narrative
techniques preceded the French nouveau roman by many years.

Juan Carlos Vidal Instituto Cervantes Chicago

LAS BATALLAS DEL DESIERTO.

=== Author: José Emilio Pacheco

A minimalist gem from Mexican writer José Emilio Pacheco.

Juan Carlos Vidal Instituto Cervantes Chicago

BENDICEME, ULTIMA.

== Author: Rudolfo Anaya

Award-winning, uniquely North American coming-of-age novel chronicles the story of an
alienated young man in New Mexico who seeks answers to questions about the meaning of
life from the magical healer, Ultima.

Patricia Cuesta Los Angeles Public Library
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EL BESO DE LA MUJER ARANA.

= Author: Manuel Puig

Written within an unusual structure in which there is no narrator and where dialogue takes
up most of the text, this is an indispensable novel of Latin American literature. It narrates the
story of two prisoners who cohabit the same cell, one a political dissident and the other a
homosexual, and of the friendship that slowly develops between them.

Octavio Ndiiez US Librarian

BEST OF CONTEMPORARY ME

Sy
== Authors: Alvaro Uribe y Olivia Sears NEW

Sixteen of Mexico’s finest fiction writers born after 1945 are collected in this bilingual
anthology. Mexican editor Alvaro Uribe selected prominent editors, translators, columnists,
professors and the young founder of a new publishing collective. Together they have received
dozens of literary prizes. Contents range from small-town drama to tales of urban savagery
with most stories and writers appearing in English for the first time.

Nancy Klasterka Hoover Public Library

BESTIARIO.

== Author: Juan José Arreola

This is probably the best short story collection by one of the great masters of the Latin
American short story. After publication, its author immediately became a name to be
reckoned with in the short story telling genre of the South American continent.

Octavio Nuiiez US Librarian

BOMARZO.

== Author: Manuel Mujica Lainez

In my opinion, this is one of the best novels written in Latin America. This historical novel
captures the spirit of the Italian Renaissance through its depiction of the Orsini family. It
expertly blends history with a rarefied atmosphere of fantasy. This text is universal and can
be counted among the best historical novels in all literature.

Robert Zaman US Librarian
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BUENAS NOCHES A TODOS.

N
== Author: Sergio Gomez NE

An excellent short story collection. A very Chilean milieu and yet the experiences of every day
characters explore very universal themes.

Adan Griego Stanford University

EN BUSCA DEL UNICORNIO.

== Author: Juan Eslava Galan

King Henry IV of Castile, called the Impotent, needs help to ensure that his lineage will keep
the throne. To accomplish this, he sends one of his best knights, Juan de Olid, in search of a
unicorn’s horn, in the hope that the horn’s aphrodisiac effects will help the monarch with his
task. The knight departs for the heart of Africa in search of the mythical animal accompanied
by a small and unique contingent which include a friar and a virgin girl, who, according to
legend, must be offered in order to attract the elusive animal. A hilarious and entertaining
parody of historical and adventure novels.

Lluis Agusti Instituto Cervantes New York

CABALLO Dk TROYA.

== Author: J.J. Benitez

A novel written about the last weeks in the life of Jesus Christ and about time travel. A series
that delves into religious conspiracy theories, especially popular in today’s culture.

Angela Encinas San Bernardino Public Library

Nz
== Author; Adolfo Garcia Ortega NEW

Alleghorical novel that takes place on one extraordinary and sleepless night — March 7,
1966 — in the microcosmos of Café Hugo, point of convergence in an unidentified city in an
unidentified province of Spain. Award-winning Spanish novelist Adolfo Garcia Ortega is also
a renowned translator, literary critic, journalist, and book editor.

Claude Potts University of California
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CAFE NOSTALGIA.

== Author: Zoe Valdés

The author illustrates what it feels to be exiled. Not only from one’s country but from one’s
life.

Angela Encinas San Bernardino Public Library

DNz
== Author: José Saramago NEW

The story follows Cain as God sends him on his peripatetic way after having murdered Abel.
The narrator places Cain at Old Testament hotspots - Abraham deciding to sacrifice his son,
in bed with Lilith, working for Job, at the tower of Babel, Sodom and Gomorrah and on Noah'’s
ark. God does not come out smelling like a rose from this point of view.

Sara Martinez Tulsa City-County Library

CARAMELO: PURO CUENTO.

== Author: Sandra Cisneros

Inspirational novel by an acclaimed Mexican-American author provides insight into a
multigenerational working-class migrant Mexican family as told through the eyes of
granddaughter Lala.

Patricia Cuesta Los Angeles Public Library

LA CARNE DE RENE.

== Author: Virgilio Pifiera

“Flesh desires flesh, and the soul seeks its own like,” reads a line by the 15th-century poet
Ausias March. René’s Flesh is one of the best-known novels by the renowned Cuban play-
wright Virgilio Pifiera. This fascinating bildungsroman unfolds by using the body as a way to
learn via the flesh.

Lluis Agusti Instituto Cervantes New York
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EL CARTERO DE NERUDA: ARDI

== Author: Antonio Skarmeta

Chilean writer Antonio Skarmeta depicts in his novel Burning Patience, later put into screen
to a successful movie, The Postman, the friendship between Chile’s national poet and Nobel
Laureate Pablo Neruda, exiled on Isla Negra, with Mario Jiménez, a young postman whose
only duty is to deliver the famous author’s mail. Skarmeta sets the story during President
Salvador Allende’s administration drawing parallels between Mario’s private life and romantic
involvement with beautiful Beatriz, and the public turbulence and violence that gradually
overtakes Chile.

Libbhy Romero Brooklyn Public Library

CARTUCHO: RELATOS DE LA LUCHA EN

£

N

== Author: Nellie Campobello NEW

A classic narrative of the Mexican Revolution written by the only woman writer of the period.
Originally published in 1931, it describes the carnage of war as experienced by a young girl.
This annotated edition provides historical and literary analysis lacking in previous editions
and complements the 1988 English translation.

Adan Griego Stanford University

LA CASA DE 1A LAGUNA.

== Author: Rosario Ferré

A family saga set in Puerto Rico and mirroring passions and events through generations of a
family and in Puerto Rico. It was nominated for Premio Nacional del Libro in 1995.

Millie Torrance Sacramento Public Library

LA CASA DE LOs ESPIRITUS.

== Author: Isabel Allende

The House of the Spirits is in my opinion Allende’s most famous and important book. The
multi-generational story of the Trueba family is used to weave an intricate tale of Chilean
history, from the early turn of the century through the upheaval and revolution of the 70’s.

Miriam Rodriguez Dallas Public Library
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LA CATEDRAL DEL MAR.

== Author: lldefonso Falcones
The most successful new work in Spain in 2006.

CAYO CANAS.

== Author: Lino Novas Calvo

A collection of stories which incorporate the most novel techniques of North American
storytelling, as assimilated by this Cuban author born in Galicia, Spain. Displaying great
linguistic, stylistic and compositional innovations, this collection placed Novas Calvo at the
forefront of Latin American literature.

Fernando Veldzquez Medina Writer and Journalist

CENIZAS DEL QUERER.

== Author: Emilia Pereyra

Pereyra’s second novel transports us to Azua, a small province in southern Dominican
Republic, where we discover the complex and false world of Dofia Beatriz. In this magical
space, where individuals must define themselves, Dofia Beatriz encounters social prejudice
and endures the moral norms in her rural surroundings.

Nashieli Marcano University of Akron

LOS CENTROAMERICANOS: ANTOLOGIA E

== Author; José Mejia, ed.

An excellent selection of best short fiction of Central America. A geographic and personal tour
consciously effected by some of the best contemporary short stories in some of the more
unknown national literatures in Spanish.

Lluis Agusti Instituto Cervantes New York
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LA CHARCA.

== Author: Manuel Zeno Gandia

This bitter melodrama tells a story about plantation workers’ struggle for survival in Puerto
Rico in the late 19th century. The beautiful island countryside, contrasted with the starved
and diseased human beings who live there, makes this “naturalista” work a classic in Puerto
Rican literature.

Nashieli Marcano University of Akron

EL CHICO DE ORO.

== Author: Michael Nava

Nava is one of the great gay Chicano writers. EI chico de oro was his first novel and
introduced us to a gay Chicano detective (Henry Rios) who moved through the California
landscape crossing the borders of class and sexuality. Henry Rios appeared in several other
mystery novels by Nava. To date, this is the only in Spanish and it deserves a much wider audience.

Adan Griego Stanford University Libraries

N

== Author: Antonio Orlando Rodriguez NEW

Winner of the Alfaguara Prize for the Novel in 2008, this novel takes inspiration of a real life
female midget, who was born in provincial Cuba and reached the stages of New York in the
19th century and became a star, only to later disappear mysteriously. An excellent exercise
of style and well-captured atmosphere.

Octavio Nuiiez US Librarian

CIEN ANOS DE SOLEDAD.

A

== Author: Gabriel Garcia Marquez

Anyone interested in learning about Latin American culture must read this book, certainly a
literary masterpiece. Macondo is the name of the world created by Garcia Marquez which we can
compare with many towns around Latin America. The magical realism of his characters makes
us feel as if we were members of the Buendia’s family. The 1982 nobel prize winner can make
one read this book several times, and there will always be someting new that was overlooked
before. The descriptions of feelings of his caracters are detailed to the point that we will love,
hate and suffer along with them. CIEN ANOS DE SOLEDAD is absolutely a must-read book.

Yeni Lizarraga Adler’s Foreign Books INC.
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CINCO HORAS coN MARIO.

== Author: Miguel Delibes

It's the mid-60’s in Spain, Mario has just died. Menchu, his wife, keeps vigil over the corpse
as she recalls in a vibrant and disordered monologue diverse stories and anecdotes of their
life in common. From Menchu’s reflections, the figure of Mario takes shape —his way of life,
his hobbies, his desires, his ideals which stand in stark contrast to those of Spain during the
25 Years of Peace— as well as her own. This impeccable tapestry of memories has been
written in such a way that it has been adapted to theater as a monologue.

Lluis Agusti Instituto Cervantes New York

CINCO MAESTROS: CUENTOS MODERNO

== Author: Alexander Coleman

These are short stories from five Latin American authors. The book contains a bilingual
vocabulary, which is an enrichment resource for American students.

Guillermina Raffo Magnasco St. Thomas University

LOS CIPRESES CREEN EN DIOS

== Author: José Maria Gironella

When | read it, | was a student in Spain in the year 1978 or 1979. It impressed me so
much that every night | dreamt that | was one character or another from the book. Gironella
provides the reader not only an understanding, but also a knowledge, an authentic flavor, as
it were, of the Spanish Civil War of 1936-1939.

Mark Pendleton Branigan Library Las Cruces NM

LA CIUDAD DE LOS PRODIGIO

= Author: Eduardo Mendoza

Onofre Bouvila, a poor peasant, arrives in Barcelona to work in the World Exhibition of 1888.
The story of Bouvila’s acquisition of wealth and social ascent, not always in an orthodox
manner, runs in parallel to the development of the city of wonder until another key event,
the International Exhibition of 1929. One of the best novels written about stirring, turn of the
century Barcelona.

Lluis Agusti Instituto Cervantes New York
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LA CIUDAD Y Los PERROS.

== Author: Mario Vargas Llosa

| was fifteen years old when | read The City and the Dogs, Vargas Llosa’s first novel. It was
my first encounter with great literature and | was dazzled. Silently following the jaguar, the
slave and Alberto, | discovered a new and fascinating world, and | decided that | wanted to
be a reader.

Santiago Cabanas Consul General de Espafia en Miami

EL CLUB DUMAS.

=== Author: Arturo Pérez-Reverte

This is the perfect detective story for a bibliophile. The intrigue involves a rare book detective in
search of a banned seventeenth century manuscript of the occult.

Teresa Chapa niversity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

== Author: Camilo José Cela

Set in the cafes of Madrid and boasting a legion of characters, La colmena is a choral novel
which masterfully describes the misery of the immediate aftermath of the Civil War. The
characters survive hunger, the economic and moral strictures, and above all, the lack of hope,
in a sordid and gray atmosphere.

Lluis Agusti Instituto Cervantes New York

EL COLOR DEL VERANO.

Nz

== Author: Reinaldo Arenas NEW

El color del verano is a Rabelaisian masterpiece written by Arenas as he lay dying from
complications from AIDS in a hospital bed. It's an experimental novel, a series of vignettes
and a roman-a-clef that tells the story in the uncompromising language of Reinaldo’s youth
and his friends, a lost generation of gays that suffer under the despotic rule of Fifo, a dictator
who hates everything that is beautiful, genuine and spontaneous in life. It contains a 50 page
poem of rhymed couplets and prose which at its best is magisterial.

Radamés Sudrez Queens Library
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COMO AGUA rARA CHOCOLAT

== Author: Laura Esquivel

Another classic of Latin American women’s literature, this novel is considered to be the
author’s magnum opus. This story, seasoned with recipes of great culinary and literary value,
was made into a very successful film.

Octavio Nuiiez US Librarian

CONDENADOS b CONDADO

== Author: Norberto Fuentes

This collection of stories won the Casa de Americas prize in 1968, awarded by a jury chaired
by Jorge Edwards. Published in Italy with a prologue by Italo Calvino, the collection evinces a
happy amalgam of the styles of Hemingway and Babel. A Cuban short story classic.

Fernando Veldzquez Medina Writer and Journalist

CONSPIRACION MAINE.

== Author: Mario Escobar Golderos

Conspiracion Maine is a very interesting historical thriller about the sinking of the battleship
Maine in the port of Havana in February 1898. It convincingly depicts U.S. aspirations for
political dominance, as well as the old Spanish empire in the throes of decadence. Two
secret agents, a young female reporter and a professor, will have to discover what’s behind
the sinking of the ship. A secret organization called the Knights of Columbus stands in their
way. A true adventure story full of surprising twists and an exciting ending.

Angel Santiago Cervantes Cahesa

CONVERSACION EN LA CATEDF

== Author; Mario Vargas Llosa

Cited by many as one of best structured novels of Hispanic American literature, this has
become a classic and required reading, included in study and thesis programs at dozens of
universities.

Octavio Nuiiez US Librarian
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EL CORAZON DEL TARTARO.

== Author: Rosa Montero

Zarza awakens, on an ordinary, routine day, in her lowly home, to a phone call. That call
returns her to her former life, to the center of the inferno, in a 24 hour race that doesn’t allow
us to leave the book until we have traversed the entire history of Zarza’s hellish past.

Martha Berman Professor of Language and Literature

CORAZON TAN BLANCO.

== Author: Javier Marias TNEW

Part of “los novisimos” (the very newest) or the generation of 1968, Javier Marias, like his
contemporaries, breaks free from the realist and social realist tendencies that dominated
Spanish literature for most of the century. Corazén tan blanco is his seventh novel and
arguably one of his best. Narrated through the voice of Juan Ranz, this post-existential
suspenseful novel transports us to Havana, Madrid, Geneva, and New York as the protagonist
investigates his past and questions the meaning of his very existence.

Claude Potts University of California

CORONA DE SOMBRA.

Az
== Author: Rodolfo Usigi W

One of a trilogy of plays written to demythologize key moments in Mexican history, “Corona
de sombra” deals with the tragic period of imperial rule by Maximilian and Carlota, European
royalty who are presented as benign but completely misguided in their attempts to govern a
country about which they knew almost nothing.

Richard Heyer Biblioteca “Jorge Luis Borges”

EL CORONEL No TIENE QUIEN

= Author: Gabriel Garcfa Marquez

The second novel of the Colombian Nobel prize winner narrates the vain hopes of a Colonel,
who every Friday awaits an official letter in reply to his justified claim for a pension. The
internal tension of the novel arises from the juxtaposition of minutely described daily miseries
and the stoical optimism of the main character.

} www.americareadsspanish.org LITERATURE / FICTION <



A THE NEW ESSENTIAL GUIDE TO SPANISH READING 4

= Author: Alberto Fuguet

In this collection of stories, the Chilean writer Alberto Fuguet accomplished one thing:
making clear that one of the unmistakable signs of young Hispanic-American generations is
the desire for flight, the wish to disappear. Notoriously watering in the cinema and American
pop culture, the Chilean writer reproduces its language, its situations and its mannerisms,
as well as in the more fortunate cases, a certain unpredictable character. With its fleeting
subject matter, Shorts (Cortos) should be read today, right now, because it's possible that the
world it describes might disappear tomorrow.

Gaspar Orozco Mexican Poet and Diplomat

CRISTO VERSUS ARIZONA.

Ng
== Author: Camilo José Cela NEW

Published one year before Spanish novelist Camilo José Cela received the Nobel Prize in
Literature, this lesser known work is set in the gunslinging and lawless desert of Arizona circa
1881. Without employing a single period or delineation of a paragraph, Cela paints a dreary
portrait of man’s condition through the uneducated voice of Wendell L. Espana. The novel
makes use of a literary style used by Cela known as objectivismo, a kind of documentary
realism introduced in earlier masterpieces such as La familia de Pascual Duarte (The Family
of Pascual Duarte, 1942) and La colmena (The Hive, 1951).

Claude Potts University of California

CRONICA SENTIMENTAL E

N Z

NN

== Author: Francisco Gonzélez Ledesma NEW

This is a sarcastic and hard novel, endowed with both elegant cruelty and unforgettable
tenderness. Set at the start of the 80s when Spain is undergoing major transitional changes.
In that context, old Detective Inspector Méndez becomes involved in a story whose roots dig
down into the entrails of the city of Barcelona.

Paloma Graciani Biblioteca “José Emilio Pacheco”
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EL CUARTO DE ATRAS.

=== Author: Carmen Martin Gaite

An oneiric novel that examines the process of writing fiction.

Lynn Shirey Harvard College Library

EL CUENTO HISPANICO: A GRADED LI

= Author: Edward J. Mullen, and John E. Garganigo.

These short stories are written by Latin American and Spanish authors, and they contain
comprehension exercises aimed at improving students’ Reading skills.

Guillermina Raffo Magnasco St. Thomas University

CUENTOS COMPLETOS (1968-200

== Author: José Agustin

A compilation of one of Mexico’s most important contemporary authors.

Teresa Chapa University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

CUENTOS COMPLETOS.

== Author: Julio Cortézar

Using the English short story tradition as a point of departure, Julio Cortdzar — along
with Jorge Luis Borges — made the short story in Spanish a very serious matter, literarily
speaking. The literary innovation begun by Cortdzar in both traditional time and the linear
recitation of a story are ruptured, started a revolution which has become widely accepted and
used in literature in Spanish ever since. However, Cortazar’s short narratives are not limited
to a renovation of styles and forms; each one of them, sometimes catalyzed by the quotidian,
presents a fascinating and cinematographic story.

Lluis Agusti Instituto Cervantes New York
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CUENTOS COMPLETOS.

= Author: Silvina Ocampo

The youngest of the Ocampo sisters was not only a poet but an excellent writer of short
stories, as was her husband, Adolfo Bioy Casares. Her stories are tragic, somber, full of
ghostly figures and told with a certain touch of sadism or a spirit of perversion. They are a
must-read.

Lluis Agusti Instituto Cervantes New York

CUENTOS pe CULVER CIT

sz
== Author: José Luis Borau NEW

Esteemed film director, screenwriter, producer, actor, critic, and historian with a long list
of cinematic credits to his name has made significant scholarly contributions such as
Diccionario del cine espafol (Madrid: Allianza, 2008), Cine espafiol: una cronica visual
desde 1896 hasta nuestros dias (Barcelona: Lunwerg Editores, 2008), and Cuentos de
cine: grandes narradores celebran el primer siglo del cine (Madrid: Santillana, 1996).
In recent years, his narrative fiction has begun to get more attention. Loosely based on
autobiographical experiences in Los Angeles, California — or the city of broken dreams —
Cuentos de Culver City is his latest collection of short stories.

Claude Potts University of California

CUENTOS DE TIERRA Y EUC

DNz

=

== Author: Walter Ventosilla NEW

Through twelve tales, the book CUENTOS DE TIERRA Y EUCALIPTOS gives back in poetic
prose surroundings, experiences and situations typical of the rural zones in Peru but that
could also be the reflection of many other towns in America. In each short story you get a
glimpse of the characters whose lives go from the common to the legendary, framed in a day-
to-day life that blends with celebrations and popular traditions. The atmosphere, the natural
environment also amuses like another one of the characters showing communion among the
men and women of the Andean towns with nature, with its religiousness, myths and beliefs.

Nellie B. Mulkay ducation Technical Assistance Center at NYU
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CUENTOS DEL GALLO DE ORO.

= Authors: Juan Pedro Aparicio, Luis Mateo Diez, José Maria Merino NEW

This group of Spanish authors is known as Los Filandones. They have made it their mission
to revive the oral tradition of the Northeast of Spain and wrote these stories for this purpose.
Beautifully illustrated by Tofio Benavides, this collection is great for reading aloud or curled
up in a chair.

Teresa Mlawer Lectorum Publications

LA DAMA DEL ALBA.

Dz
== Author: Alejandro Casona NEW
On the night of the fiesta of San Juan, Death, in the form of a beautiful pilgrim, appears in
a village in rural Asturias. In an atmosphere that is both mysterious and magical, reflecting
many of the popular beliefs of the time, death is portrayed as deeply human. She is so
human that we begin to feel pity for her because we see that she has no choice about what
she does and until the end of the play does not even know who it is she has come to take
with her.

Richard Heyer Biblioteca “Jorge Luis Borges”

DEL AMOR Y OTROS DEMONIOS.

Nz
== Author: Gabriel Garcia Marquez NEW

A story of mystical and spiritual discovery. Love and other demons is the story of a young girl
who captures the heart of a Priest. Her story continues to live on even after death. A must
read if you like mystical tales.

Marshall Garcia Dominican University, Chicago

EL DELIRIO pE TURING.

== Author: Edmundo Paz Soldan

Paz Soldan uses the world of computer hacking to explore the stuggle between oppressed
and oppressor. As he works to crack the codes in what has become an information war,
Miguel Sdenz, who has taken the nom de guerre of Turing, discovers that his allies are
seriously compromised. Winner of Bolivia’s Premio Nacional de Novela in 2002.

David Block Cornell University
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== Author; Laura Restrepo

Winner of the Premio Alfaguara de novela in 2004, the plot revolves around Aguilar, an
unemployed professor, and his search for his missing wife. Set in Restrepo’s native Colombia,
the novel elicits the country’s tropes of drug dealing and money laundering but also explores
the daily lives of people struggling to survive.

David Block Cornell University

LOS DETECTIVES SALVAJES.

== Author: Roberto Bolafio

One of the few recent attempts to create the great and total novel in the Spanish language.

DIiAS CONTADOS.

Nz
== Author: Juan Madrid NEW

Juan Madrid, former news journalist, erupted onto the literary scene at the start of the 90s
with this intense and highly urban work, in which an ambitious photographer charged with
producing a guide about the movement, finds himself immersed in a world inhabited by
characters who reflect the cruel end of the dream of an entire generation.

Paloma Graciani Biblioteca “José Emilio Pacheco”

DISTINGUIDA SENORA.

== Author: Carmen Imbert Brugal

This novel takes place in a transitional period from tyranny to democracy following the death
of dictator Rafael Trujillo in the Dominican Republic. It is a time of historical confusion where
there is breakdown of social and moral values, giving birth to feminist liberalism. It tells the
story of a woman in search of life’s pleasures within a spurious social legitimacy.

Sarah Aponte Dominican Studies Institute. CUNY
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DON QUIJOTE DE LA MANCHA

== Author: Miguel de Cervantes

What can one say about everyone’s idealistic hero and his faithful sidekick. Always popular
and studied in Spanish and literature classes and in translation, this classic should be read
and re-read at different stages of one’s life.

Millie Torrance Sacramento Public Library

DONA BARBARA.

Nz
= Author: Romulo Gallegos NEW

A classic of Latin American literature this novel tells the return of Santos Luzardo to a ranch
in the Venezuelan plains and his meeting with Dofia Bérbara. It is an analysis of the society of

the Venezuela plains, and the country in general. It represents the conflict between civilization
and barbarism.

Norma Medina Ortiz Seminole County Public Library System

DOS CRIMENES.

Dz
== Author: Jorge Ibargiiengoitia NEW

“The story | am about to tell begins on a night when the police violated the constitution.” The
narrator continues to describe how he fled Mexico City for a small town where he hopes to
stay with his wealthy uncle and wait for the problem with the police to blow over. He arrives
to find that his elderly uncle is very ill and his cousins are very suspicious of the motives for
his visit. Many complications ensue.

Richard Heyer Biblioteca “Jorge Luis Borges”

EN BUSCA pE KLINGSOR.

A
== Author: Jorge Volpi New

Set in the aftermath of the Second World War, Americans and Germans alike become
entangled in the hunt for Hitler's chief scientist, Klingsor. This lyrical detective novel
encompasses nuclear physics, a love affair and the Nuremberg trials in a gripping
introduction to the work of Mexico’s Crack generation.

Alison Hicks University Colorado
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== Author: Carmen Riera

The Mallorcan writer Carmen Riera obtained the National Literature Prize granted annually
by the Spanish Ministry of Culture for this novel, one of the best ever written about the
crypto-Jews of Spain and about the last great Inquisitorial trials. Set in the 17th century, the
novel is based on, sad to say, real events which took place in Palma de Mallorca. A group of
xuetes (name by which the descendants of Mallorcan Jews were derisively known) prepares
to flee toward Leghorn by sea, with its blue promise of liberty. A novel which depicts the
religious intransigence of an era, but which also serves as a reflection on current attitudes.
An excellent novel, beautifully written and recently translated into English.

Lluis Agusti Instituto Cervantes New York

ENSAYO DE UN CRIMEN.

Az
== Author: Rodolfo Usigli NEw

Usigli, a poet, playwright, essayist and diplomat, experiments with the crime thriller by narrating
the tribulations of a character who considers crime to be an art and a destiny. However, Usigli
enriches the genre by his use of a series of characters and settings around the Mexican
capital, thereby achieving an ironic examination of postrevolutionary Mexican society.

Paloma Graciani Biblioteca “José Emilio Pacheco”

== Author: Juan José Saer

A journey to the beginnings of civilization and also a reflection on “otherness”, on another
language and way of life. A man who lived among Indians for ten years, and now as an old
man, recounts his life.

Martha Berman Professor of Language and Literature
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EL ENTIERRO DE CORTIJO.

ly
A\

== Author: Edgardo Rodriguez Julia NEW

Edgardo Rodriguez Julid, one of the most important writers in Puerto Rico, wrote this novel
in 1983 and it is considered one of the seminal works of modern Puerto Rican literature. El
entierro de Cortijo uses the death of Rafael Cortijo, one of the most famous musicians in the
island to describe the roots of Afro Puerto Rican music and its impact in its society. As the
processional travels through the working class and impoverish neighborhood streets alike,
Rodriguez Julid exposed the richness and contradictions of Puerto Rican society, black and
white and all the colors in between, and immerses the reader in the richness of the music,
and of the people who creat it and enjoy it.

Marisol Ramos Universidad de Connecticut

ESCUELA DE MANDARINES.

== Author: Miguel Espinosa

A classic of the Spanish Baroque written in the middle of the 20th century. A forgotten genius
from Murcia, who in my judgment wrote the most important work of Spanish literature since
Don Quixote.

Juan Carlos Vidal Instituto Cervantes Chicago

EL ESTADIO DE MARMOL.

== Author: Juan Bonilla

The best, to my mind, collection of stories by a young Spanish author.

José Maria Conget

== Author; Isabel Allende

When a text like Eva Luna’s adventures can carry you out of the shadows of a snowy, wintery
week North of Chicago, it has a place in everyone’s shelf.

Adan Griego Stanford University Libraries
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FABULAS DE UNA ABUELA E
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== Author: Daina Chaviano NEW

This award winning classic of Latin American Science Fiction inter-twines three different
stories occurring in different planets and planes of reality. The first story is the tale of the
Zhife, fantastic winged beings with three eyes and psychic powers; they inhabit a technically
primitive planet called Faidir. The second story is that of a young astronaut, Arlene, who is
stranded on a planet called Rybel, and the third is about a young girl, Ana, who believes in
the paranormal and lives in Havana. On some level, they are all aware of each other, and,
together, yet separately, they contribute to unlocking the secret of the ancient talismans [the
stone and the mirror] that will have far-reaching and potentially catastrophic consequences.
Part Science fiction and part fairy tale, even Soio [Merlin from King Arthur’s Court] and the
Druids are characters in this dazzling sci-fi fable.

Radamés Sudrez Queens Library

LA FAMILIA pE PASCUAL [

= Author: Camilo José Cela

This was the first novel of Nobel laureate Camilo José Cela and most translated of his long
career. Naturalist in style, it relates with no holds barred the ruthless life of a murderer, a
peasant from Extremadura by the name of Pascual Duarte. Although there is a constant state
of alarm throughout the work and a savage tone which causes one to shudder, there is a
certain lyricism in Duarte’s personality, in spite of the brutality of his actions, he seems
more of a victim of circumstances than their catalyst. The sensation which the novel caused
outside of Spain seems to suggest that Pascual Duarte may be the confirmation of the
Spanish topoi of violence and bloodthirstiness.

Claude Potts University of California

FARABEUF.

=== Author: Salvador Elizondo

An avant-garde novel in which narrative time and the broadest perspectivism possible are
completely suspended. It forms part of that opening toward the East embraced by other
Mexican authors such as Octavio Paz and Sergio Pitol. A unique gem of the literary
avant-garde in the world of Hispanic letters.

Juan Carlos Vidal Instituto Cervantes Chicago
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== Author: Jorge Luis Borges

In this essential compilation of some of Borges’ best short stories such as, TI6, Ugbar, Orbis
Tertius, La biblioteca de Babel and La loteria en Babilonia, the reader will encounter several
of the themes that appear in many of Borges’ works such as treachery, mirrors, loneliness,
folk heroes, out of this world and the universe.

Alvaro Sanabria San Francisco Public Library

LA FIESTA DL CHIVO.

== Author: Mario Vargas Llosa

Peruvian novelist and essayist, Mario Vargas LIosa, is one of Latin-American leading writers.
In The Feast of the Goat, he recreates the final days of Dominican Republic dictator General
Rafael Trujillos evil regime.

Libbhy Romero Brooklyn Public Library

LA FORJA DE UN REBELDE.

== Author: Arturo Barea

A fundamental work to understand 20th century Spain. It consists of three autobiographical
novels which cover his childhood and adolescence in Madrid, his military service in Morocco,
and conclude with the Civil War years, illuminating the entire era.

Richard Heyer Instituto Cervantes New York

FORTUNATA Y JACINTA: DOS HISTORIAS DE

== Author: Benito Pérez Galdés

A classic 19th century novel set in Madrid, this is a thoroughly enjoyable tale full of politics
and social customs of the period.

Lynn Shirey Harvard College Library
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=== Author: Manuel Vazquez Montalbn

Exiled in the Dominican Republic after the Spanish Civil war, the Basque nationalist politician
Jesus de Galindez collaborated with the Dominican government. Later he moved to New
York as representative of the Basque government in exile and perhaps as a CIA informant.
At Columbia University he starts to work on a book about the inner workings of the Trujillo
dictatorship. The secret police of the Dominican dictator kidnapped Galindez in Manhattan
in 1956 and transferred him to the island, where he was tortured and killed. An American
woman investigates his disappearance in the 1980's.

Lluis Agusti Instituto Cervantes New York

GALVEZ Y EL CAMBIO DEL CA

Dz

=

== Author: Jorge Martinez Reverte NEW

Third of a series featuring the ironic jornalist and accidental detective Julio Galvez who
began his literary adventures at the end of the 1970s. The ironic, entertaining and
paradoxical dialogues recall the American thriller, as well as the anthropological pessimism
which informs that genre, but endowed here with a cutting-edge sense of humor.

Paloma Graciani Biblioteca “José Emilio Pacheco”

LOS GIRASOLES CIEGOS.

== Author: Alberto Méndez

Four exceptional stories, posthumously published, by a 60 year old first-time author, who
would never know the far-reaching effects of the quality of his work.

José Maria Conget

LA GUARACHA pEL. MACHO CAMA

= Author: Luis Rafael Sanchez

With this work, Sanchez revolutionizes the Puerto Rican novel, bringing to light the musical
and vertiginous rhythm of his people.

Sabrina Abreu Instituto Cervantes New York
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GUZMAN DE ALFARACHE.

== Author: Mateo Aleman

A masterpiece of the picaresque genre, this novel is remarkable not only for its vivid narration
of adventures and its philosophical observations, but also for its evocation of the life, morals
and manners of the period of the Counter Reformation in Spain and Italy.

Eduardo de Lamadrid Trans-Lingual Communications Inc.

EL HABLADOR.

== Author: Mario Vargas Llosa

An intriguing fable about an indigenous people in Peru’s Amazon, and the white storyteller
who crosses cultural boundaries.

Lynn Shirey Harvard College Library

HASTA EL FIN DE Los CUENTOS.

== Author: José Maria Conget

One of the principal characteristics of José Maria Conget’s work, author for a happy few, is
its humanity, especially in some of its more interesting manifestations, humor and curiosity.
Coupled to this trait is an extensive knowledge of literature (both good and bad) and film.
Hasta el fin de los cuentos is a magnificent compendium of tales about and for literature,
a profound and beautiful book which is read with the ease of someone joined in hand to
another who knows the way perfectly.

Lluis Agusti Instituto Cervantes New York

HASTA No VERTE, JESUS MIO.

== Author: Elena Poniatowska

Journalist and author Poniatowska based this testimonial novel on a series of interviews
conducted with an indigenous woman who recounted her difficult struggle to survive in
modern-day Mexico.

Teresa Chapa University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
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HECHOS, DICHOS, OCCURRE
ANDANZAS DE BARDIN EL SUPERREALISTA. N

== Author: Max NEW

One of Spain’s chief graphic artists and novelists, Max (Francesc Capdevila), has written and
drawn a set of surreal — or as he would have it, superreal narratives. The hero, Bardin finds
himself in a number of situations that test his mettle or call into question the workings of
the world. The stories explore philosophical ideas and the human mind with dark humor and
elegant artwork.

Sarah G. Wenzel University of Chicago

HELENA o EL MAR DEL VERANO

== Author: Julian Ayesta

Julian Ayesta’s brief, lyrical, and exquisite evocation of memories of summer vacations during
childhood. While Ayesta was not a prolific nor a successful author, this is without a doubt one
of the most beautiful novels of childhood in Spanish literature of the 20th century.

Lluis Agusti Instituto Cervantes New York

HERENCIA: THE ANTHOLOGY OF
HISPANIC LITERATURE OF THE UNITED STATES.

== Author: Nicolas Kanellos, ed.

Excellent Spanish/English collection of U.S. Hispanic stories!

Christine Peterson Marantha Academy

HERMANA MUERTE.

== Author: Justo Navarro

Perhaps the best crafted novel by one of the best Spanish writers of recent generations,
capable of creating a disturbing hard-boiled world seen through a lyrical gaze, in a refined
language where the characters express the innermost basis of their actions.

Ernesto Pérez Zuiiiga Instituto Cervantes
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HERRUMBROSAS LANZAS

I== Author: Juan Benet

This pentad represents Juan Benet’s best work and, in my opinion, the best work ever
written about the Spanish Civil War. A perfect symbiosis of a frame of reference and a
decadent atmosphere from which emerges all the complexity of the human psyche.

Juan Carlos Vidal Instituto Cervantes Chicago

== Author: Ramiro Pinilla

Many of us who have been devoted followers since we discovered the existence of literature
back in the 60’s -when we used to pass from hand to hand books edited by Pinilla in
Libropueblo editions- are stunned by the phenomenon of Pinilla. In later years he has not
only rewritten his monumental Green Valleys, Red Hills (Verdes valles, colinas rojas, 3 vol.
Tusquets, 2005-2006), the first volume of which was first published in the 80’s and which
now culminates in this excellent trilogy, but also now offers us a surprising work called The
Fig Tree (La Higuera), Set in his native Getxo, Pinilla creates a narrative centered on the
thorny theme of political reprisals in the aftermath of the Civil War. The relation between the
protagonist, a Falangist and author of the reprisals, and a boy, child of the victims, serves as
the framework in which to brilliantly expose the irrationality of those years, which today we
wish were prehistoric. We are fortunate to have this new offering by Ramiro Pinilla, a writer
who is currently enjoying overdue recognition, after having received the Euskadi Prize for the
Novel in 2005, the Critic’s Award in 2005 and the National Narrative Award in 2006.

Miguel Valladares Dartmouth College

HI1JO pE LADRON.

== Author: Manuel Rojas

The adventures of Aniceto Hevia, the son of a thief (“hijo de ladron”) and protagonist of this
novel is clearly a major achievement in mid-20th-century Chilean social literature. Writer
Manuel Rojas did not need to probe his imagination or creativity to create his novels and short
stories: an attentive ear for reproducing popular speech and a concern for putting day-to-day
experiences down on paper was enough. Yet this novel surpasses all that, ensuring that Hijo
de ladrdn, its protagonist and Rojas’s fiction overall become more than mere genre work, and
transforming the most simple and local material into beautiful literature.

Lluis Agusti Instituto Cervantes New York
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= Author: Enrique Vila Matas

Audacious, unique and heterodox novel which could be interpreted as a “Brief History of
Spain” in the second half of the 20th century. The protagonists of the various episodes are all
sons without sons; persons who do not wish to have descendants, beings whose own nature
distances them from society and who do not need help of any kind.

Paloma Celis Carbajal UW-Madison

== Author: Alvaro Enrigue

Hypothermia is a fragmentary novel comprised of seemingly unconnected stories, but whose
common denominator is the shocking and strange way which the narrator shifts his gaze
over environments and situations which are equally fractured and inapprehensible. In part a
product of his stay in the capital city of the United States, this effective exercise dissects the
characters and antiheroes of everyday life, thereby allowing Alvaro Enrigue (1969) to deploy
the narrative tools and instruments of the efficient and impassive scrutinizer of existences
and ruins.

Bruno Herndndez Piché Mexican Writer and Diplomat

HISTORIA DE UN ABRIGO.

== Author: Soledad Puértolas

A novel where numerous stories get intersected when the main character starts to look for
her mother’s coat. A look at the complexity of family relations.

Patricia Figueroa Brown University Library

HISTORIA DE UNA GAVIOTA Y
QUE LE ENSENO A VOLAR.

== Author: Luis Sepuiveda
Nothing is more charming than this story for kids aged 8 to 88. Our big, fat, sweet cat finds
a gull on the roof of a house when the owner is on vacation. The gull asks the cat to care for

her egg until it hatches and to teach the hatchling how to fly, since she is about to die from the
effects of an oil slick. Guess who helps the cat with this mission. A beautiful and poetic story.

Martha Berman Professor of Language and Literature
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LA HISTORIA DL REY TRANST

N
== Author: Rosa Montero NEW

This is an excellent book. Its subject is the physical, emotional, and spiritual journey of a
woman during the medieval era. The book is simultaneously funny, tender, and inspiring. The
ending leaves the reader yearning for a better world.

Rita Aurora Puig Arapahoe Library District

HISTORIAS DE FAMAS Y CRONOPI

== Author: Julio Cortazar

This is one of the most emblematic story collections of the 20th century. The stories alternate
between the absurd and the tender, making this collection stand out for its originality without
precedent.

Octavio Nifiez US Librarian

HISTORIAS DE HADAS PARA ADUL

Nz

i

== Author: Daina Chaviano NEW

This collection of three novellas in one volume is a stylistic tour de force, written in most
polished and refined language. A combination of fantasy and science fiction, it revisits
numerous world myths and legends: the Arthurian cycle, Adam and Eve, the Flood, among
others. The three novellas include many literary genres, from fantasy to horror, and contain
literary flights which are rarely found in those popular genres.

Robert Zaman US Librarian

EL HOMBRE, LA HEMBRA Y EL HA

N
== Author: Daina Chaviano NEW

Winner of the Azorin Prize for the Novel in 1998, this work (included in university syllabi in both
the U.S.A. and Europe) is perhaps the most representative novel of Cuban literature at the
end of the century. A reflection of an entire generation, it is indispensable for understanding
the social psychology and the spiritual dilemmas of the Cuban people. Its surprising prose
and its fusing of fantasy and reality make memorable reading.

Octavio Nifiez US Librarian
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= Author: Ramén J. Sender

Iméan was the first novel by the prolific Spanish writer Ramon J. Sender, exiled in the
United States. A fictional retelling of his own experiences as a military physician during the
Moroccan War, Spain’s colonial war against the tribes of the Rif in the 1920’s, the novel
addresses the military incompetence and corruption of the Spanish army in Africa, and the
atrocities of the campaign are related in a critical and realist style.

Lluis Agusti Instituto Cervantes New York

INCIERTA GLORIA.

== Author: Joan Sales

Taken from a line of William Shakespeare, “The uncertain glory of an April day”, the title of
this novel, to my taste one of the best, and concomitantly perhaps one of the least known
about Civil War, alludes to the proclamation of the Second Spanish Republic in April 1931.
Constantly rewritten by its author, it was first published in a censored version in Spain,
and then was published whole in French and in exile. Three characters and a War, that
functions not as a setting but rather as a protagonist, with its interminable times of suspense
at an inactive front, in lower Aragon, make room somehow for love and reflection. It includes
descriptions of the struggles between communists and anarchists, the bombings of cities and
the rebellions of the rearguard, the dispersion of 1939 and the sad and desolate aftermath.

Lluis Agusti Instituto Cervantes New York

= Author: Gregorio Lépez y Fuentes

Story of a nameless tribe of Indians living in the mountains of Mexico. A timeless tale of the
manners and customs that have all but disappeared.

Angélica Hurtado Gracia Los Angeles Public Library

INDIOS EN REBELION.

== Author: Néstor Taboada Teran

The short-story collection Indios en rebelion is one of Bolivian writer Néstor Taboada Teran’s best-
known works. The narrative core of these stories — presented in a style that seems to branch
in many directions — revolves around political and social events in mid-20th-century Bolivia.

Lluis Agusti Instituto Cervantes New York
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INDUSTRIAS YANDANZAS DE

== Author: Rafael Sanchez Ferlosio

Expelled from school, a child named Alfanhui travels throughout Castile and comes to
understand reality in an extraordinary and fantastic manner. Sanchez Ferlosio’s clean, poetic
and inimitable style in this novel will impress and surprise readers from the first sentence on,
and will not abandon nor tire them. A small literary gem upon which time has been unable
to make inroads.

Lluis Agusti Instituto Cervantes New York

INES DEL ALMA MIA.

Nz
== Author: Isabel Allende NEW

In this novel, the renowned author relates the life of Inés Sudrez, the first Spanish woman to
reach Chile, and her relationship to the conquistador Pedro de Valdivia. One of the best works
by this writer, celebrated in all corners of the globe.

Octavio Nifiez US Librarian

LAS INQUIETUDES pE SHANTI A

= Author: Pio Baroja

The action novel The restlessness of Shanti Andia forms part of Pio Baroja’s trilogy The Sea
(EI mar), and has been a staple in the reading lists of many generations of Spanish youth and
adolescents. It relates the adventures of Juan de Aguirre, a Basque sailor, and the uncle of
Shanti Andia and the pirate Zaldumbide.

Lluis Agusti Instituto Cervantes New York

LA INVENCION DE MOREL.

== Author: Adolfo Bioy Casares

A fugitive narrates the imaginary and incredible story of tourists who arrive at the island where
he is hiding out. The triangle formed by the scientist Morel, Faustine and the fugitive himself
functions as a way of speculating on love and immortality. La invencion de Morel is a fantastical,
extraordinary work, perhaps Bioy Casares’s best. With a prologue by his friend and partner in
literary adventure, Jorge Luis Borges.

Lluis Agusti Instituto Cervantes New York
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LA ISLA BAJO EL MAR.

E
= Author: Isabel Allende NEW
This epic of racism and rebellion begins in Haiti and ends in New Orleans after the Haitian
Revolution. The multi-faceted plot explores a complicated and troubled relationship between
a slave owner and a slave whose ingenuity and resilience offset the novel’s violence and
injustice.

Nancy Klasterka Hoover Public Library

LA ISLA DE LOoS AMORES INFIN

Dz

e

== Author: Daina Chaviano NEW

This novel could be classified a historical fantasy family saga set in a period that covers more
than a century. Winner of the Gold Medal at the Florida Book Awards, it has been nominated
for Ireland’s IMPAC Dublin International Prize, probably the most important award in the
English-speaking world given to a fictional work, with a value of 100,000 Euros. The novel
has been translated into 25 languages.

Robert Zaman US Librarian

EL JUEGO pEL ANGEL.

DNz
== Author: Carlos Ruiz Zafén NEW

This book keeps the reader in intense suspense from beginning to end. It is the prequel to
La sombra del viento. The reader enters the streets of an ancient and extremely mysterious
Spain. It provides an intellectual mystery in which a writer sells his eternal soul in exchange
for fame in this world.

Rita Aurora Puig Arapahoe Library District

EL JUGUETE RABIOSO.

== Author: Roberto Arlt

A hybrid of the picaresque and existential novel, and taking violence, anguish and the
impossibility of progress or redemption as thematic elements, Arlt’s novel relates the formative
years of Silvio Astier, which are marked by misery and by a series of constant errors and failures,
that in the aggregate, constitute his life.

Lluis Agusti Instituto Cervantes New York
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== Author: Carlos Cuauhtemoc Sanchez

A highly acclaimed author who provides his audience with fictional situations about problems
teenagers will encounter in real life, and how to deal with them. The resolutions are not heavy
handed and are meant for both teenagers and parents to learn how to deal with sexuality.

Angela Encinas San Bernardino Public Library

LA AMIGDALITIS DE TARZA

== Author: Alfredo Bryce Echenique

Internationally acclaimed Peruvian writer Alfredo Bryce Echenique portrays in his novel
Tarzan’s tonsillitis, a love story between Juan Manuel Carpio, a composer and singer from
Peru, and Fernanda Maria de la Trinidad del Monte, a Salvadoran married to a Chilean
exile. Although their love affair is mostly experienced through their letters, the reader follows
their thirty-year relationship through their multiple escapades set in Paris, El Salvador, Chile,
California, and London.

Libbhy Romero Brooklyn Public Library

LA MUJER DEL MAESTRO.

== Author: Guillermo Martinez

Picks up the literature of relationships and feelings where Benedetti [The Respite (La tregua),
the interesting Benedetti] and Onetti [The Goodbyes (Los adioses), As Sad as Her (Tan triste
como ella), etc] left off, although never sufficiently explored due to the hyper-politicized of
our literature. This short novel is written in a simple and elegant Spanish which recalls the
masters of the Generation of 1898.

Modnica Flores Correa Professor and Writer

== Author: Albert Sdnchez Pifiol

In the best literary tradition of the adventure and gothic genres, (Conrad, Lovecraft, Poe), the
novel Cold Skin recounts the adventures of a solitary lighthouse keeper in the southernmost
region of the globe. On an island isolated from all civilization and battered by wind and cold,
survival becomes paramount amid unknown creatures in one of the least traveled seas of the
planet. An excellent work of fiction.

Lluis Agusti Instituto Cervantes New York
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LA ULTIMA ESCALA pEL TRA

== Author: Alvaro Mutis

The voyages of the Alcion, a dilapidated freighter, in search of occasional cargoes parallels,
in imagery and sense, the shipwreck of the love of its Captain, the Basque Jon Iturri, for the
Lebanese girl Warda Bashur, younger sister of the ship’s owner. The search for one more port
before the tramp steamer gives out corresponds to Jon’s obstinate desire for Warda, to a love
condemned to disaster beforehand, to a pair of lovers separated by an unbridgeable gulf.

Lluis Agusti Instituto Cervantes New York

EL LABERINTO DE LA SOLEDA

== Author: Octavio Paz
A work that explores the psyche of the Mexican people in relation to the United States.

Angela Encinas San Bernardino Public Library

EL LAPIZ DEL CARPINTERO.

== Author: Manuel Rivas

Among authors writing in Galician, Manuel Rivas is one of the most well-known outside
his native Galicia. The Carpenter’s Pencil recounts the relationship between a prison guard,
Herbal, and a physician, Daniel Da Barca, during the Civil War in Galicia. Dr. Da Barca is
imprisoned because of his ideas and has fallen in love with Marisa Mallo, a daughter of the
regime. Herbal is jealous of the doctor and avails himself of the pencil of a carpenter who had
been shot in the temple. A magnificent literary work with an element of the magical.

Lluis Agusti Instituto Cervantes New York

EL LAZARILLO DE TORMES.

== Author: Anonymous

This is one of the classics of Spanish literature. Its searing social commentary may sometimes
prove frightening to the reader, but at the same time it reflects the atmosphere of the age with
more than a modicum of realism. Moreover, Lazarillo himself is such a strong and unforgettable
character that he has become the archetypal anti-hero.

Mark Pendleton Branigan Library Las Cruces NM
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EL LECTOR NOVOHISPANG

== Author: José Joaquin Blanco, ed.

The Mexican novelist and essayist José Joaquin Blanco (Mexico City, 1951) has compiled in
this volume the central poetical, narrative, theatrical and historical texts of the viceroyalty of
New Spain, thereby rescuing an epoch of literary and cultural vigor and artistry which has
been unjustly forgotten, and which becomes essential for a full understanding of today’s
Mexico. In the introductory essay, Blanco offers the reader an overview of the literary output
of New Spain and its major figures, giving them the due truly owed to them because of their
historical and literary value.

Gaspar Orozco Mexican Poet and Diplomat

LIBRO pDEL CABALLERO ZIF

== Author: Ferrand Martinez

The oldest Spanish romance of chivalry, written between 1299 and 1305. The work is a
medley containing adaptations of saints lives, popular tales, adventures of knight errantry,
miraculous ocurrences. The knight errantry of Zifar and his sons, and the episode of the Lady
in the Lake are conceived in the spirit of Arthurian legends. El Ribaldo, squire to one of Zifar’s
sons, is a kind of forerunner to Sancho Panza, and introduces a refreshing note of picaresque
realism and self-mockery.

Eduardo de Lamadrid [rans-Lingual Communications Inc.

EL LIBRO peL CONDE LUCA

== Author: Juan Manuel Infante de Castilla

El Conde Lucanor is Don Juan Manuel’s great 14th century masterpiece, a collection of
50 moral tales or “exempla” in the style of Boccacio’s Decameron, but anticipating it by
more than a decade. The frame is provided by Count Lucanor’s problems and his counselor
Patronio’s solutions, each in the form of a tale ending with a rhymed moral. The tales are
composed in a lucid, informal and spirited style that set the standard for the age, and is
relevant to our own.

Eduardo de Lamadrid Irans-Lingual Communications Inc.
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LOS LIBROS ARDEN MAL.

== Author: Manuel Rivas

Narrative about the persecution of people and ideas in La Corufia during the Franco era, it
recounts the burning of the books of the private library of Casares Quiroga, making reference
to the minister, his wife and above all, his daughter, already a celebrated actress with the
National Theater of Paris. In my opinion, this is a very good book because it skillfully combines
history and fiction, leaving the reader with a bitter taste and a sense of the great injustice of
Francoism, against ideas and persons, killing many and persecuting others.

Carmen de Zulueta Writer and Professor

LA LLUVIA AMARILLA.

== Author: Julio Llamazares

La lluvia amarilla is the story of the death of a town in the province of Huesca in the Pyrenees
as told by the last of its inhabitants, Andrés de Casa Sosas, a sick and lonely old man who
during the last day of his life sees, in a kind of hallucination, some of the characters of the
village which has witnessed his birth and now his death.

Lluis Agusti Instituto Cervantes New York

LO FUGITIVO PERMANECE.
20 CUENTOS MEXICANOS.

== Author: Carlos Monsivéis, ed.

Selection of stories by nineteen Mexican writers published between 1934-1984. This
anthology provides a representative sample of achievements and tendencies, of
characters and customs from an era which witnessed the transformation of traditional Mexico
into modern Mexico. The writers included in this anthology are: Juan de la Cabada, José
Revueltas, Edmundo Valadés, Juan José Arreola, Elena Garro, Augusto Monterroso, Ricardo
Garibay, Jorge Ibargliengoitia, Carlos Fuentes, Juan Garcia Ponce, Juan Vicente Melo, Sergio
Pitol, Elena Poniatowska, Eraclio Zepeda, José Emilio Pachecho, José Agustin, Héctor Aguilar
Camin, Guillermo Samperio, Juan Villoro

Paloma Celis Carbajal UW-Madison

LO QuE ESTA EN M1 CORAZO!

== Author: Marcela Serrano

This is both, a self discovery novel and a political one set in Chiapas Mexico. | found it well
written with wonderful descriptions of San Cristobal and an intriguing look at “zapatism”.

Millie Torrance Sacramento Public Library

} LITERATURE / FICTION www.americareadsspanish.org <



} THE NEW ESSENTIAL GUIDE TO SPANISH READING \\59/2

LOS DE ABAJO.

== Author: Mariano Azuela

Azuela’s novel was one of the first to tackle the Mexican Revolution, and we can also say,
one of the best and most truthful contemporary accounts, a magnificent portrait of a people
and an era. The narrative of the military campaign and the personal experience of Demetrio
Macias serves as a paradigm of the Mexican who lives, suffers, and fights in the Revolution,
sometimes without a clear notion of motives, but impelled by forces beyond his control.

Lluis Agusti Instituto Cervantes New York

LUlSs BANDOLERO LUIS.

Dz

=

== Author: Walter Ventosilla NEW

Brigandage focused its center of action in the Andean area of Per( up until mid-twentieth
century. The most remembered is Luis Pardo. His criminal life was directed towards the bad
authorities and the abuse that ranchers committed against the poor of the region, which he
protected and by whom he was loved and worshipped. Luis Pardo died tragically in 1909. The
book does not pretend to be a biography nor a chronicle of his adventures. On the contrary,
from historical dates, Luis Bandolero Luis inquires on the legendary personage that led his
existence with a permanent rebelliousness with the only social proposition of riding his horse
and making justice by his own hands.

Nellie B. Mulkay al Education Technical Assistance Center at NYU

MALA ONDA.

= Author: Alberto Fuguet
A coming of age novel set in Chile as Pinochet’s dictatorship is confronting growing opposition.

Teresa Chapa ersity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

MALDITO AMOR.

N £
== Author: Rosario Ferré TNEew
The fortunes of the de la Valle family beginning on a sugar plantation and continuing into a San
Juan rocked by violence are described in a novella followed by three related short stories. The
stories of Don Julio, Dofa Elvira and their descendants reflect the social changes in Puerto
Rico during the Twentieth Century while raising many questions about race, religion and the
possibilities of independence.

Richard Heyer Biblioteca “Jorge Luis Borges”
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LA MANO DE FATIMA.

N
== Author: lldefonso Falcones ﬁf
Falcones paints a portrait of the tensions that existed in late 16th century Spain for those
caught between love for their country and desire to openly practice the Muslim religion.
Through Hernando, his main character, the author speaks of the hope for a more peaceful
co-existence between the Christian West and the Muslim East.

Nancy Klasterka Hoover Public Library

LAS MANOS DEL PTANISTA.

N\
== Author: Eugenio Fuentes %:%
Considered by the critics to be one of the new innovators of the crime thriller in Europe.
Eugenio Fuentes has published works in more than a dozen countries, notably those of the
series whose protagonist is the detective Ricardo Cupido. This time Cupido delves into an
enthralling investigation, where alibis do not matter as much as the cloudy and desolate
descriptions of the human condition.

Paloma Graciani Biblioteca “José Emilio Pacheco”

MANANA EN LA BATALLA, PIE

Dz

=

== Author: Javier Marias NEW

Fascinating incident told like a detective novel that allows reader to think about philosophy.

Mark Alvarez Salk Lake City Library

MARES DEL SUR.

== Author: Noé Jitrik %%
On December 31st Inspector Malerba (an only slightly corrupt police officer) is called on to
deal with what seems to be a minor family feud in a quiet neighborhood of Mar del Plata.
His investigation of that fight leads him to an unsolved murder which had occurred a few
months previous. He continues to search for answers even after it becomes clear that people
at very high levels of the military government are involved in the crime. As a result the situation
becomes very complicated.

Richard Heyer Biblioteca “Jorge Luis Borges”
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MARGARITA, ESTA LINDA LA

Nz
== Author: Sergio Ramirez NEW
For this excellent work, this Nicaraguan writer won Alfaguara Prize for the Novel in 1998.
In this novel, Rubén Dario, Anastasio Somoza, and a sizeable cross-section of Nicaraguan
society make appearances during the period from 1907, year in which Rubén Dario returns
to his native land, until Somoza is assassinated. Sergio Ramirez has fashioned here an apt
metaphor of the political and cultural history of Nicaragua.

Salvador Vergara Instituto Cervantes Chicago

MASCARAS.

N
= Author: Leonardo Padura ﬁwé
One of the few Cuban writers who, from Cuba, dares to offer a critical vision of the social
situation, Padura continues with Mascaras the tretalogy Cuatro estaciones, whose protagonist
is police Lieutenant Mario Conde. By means of the adventures of this character and his cases,
the author sketches a portrait of the small virtues and great miseries of present-day Cuba.

Paloma Graciani Biblioteca “José Emilio Pacheco”

MATERIA PRIMA: PROTONO

== Author: Marcio Veloz Maggiolo

The story is told through the life of Ariel, who upon returning to Santo Domingo, finds
himself with the task of complying with the dying wish of his friend Persio. Persio turns
over letters, interviews, notes and drafts of chapters to Ariel and charges him with writing
and publishing the novel which the former wasn't able nor will be able to create. This “Raw
Material” will make Ariel confront the past, from which the not very pleasant experiences of the
neighborhood’s inhabitants during the years of the Trujillo will resurface. A kind of magic
envelops the characters and the city and creates a complex story.

Sarah Aponte Dominican Studies Institute. CUNY

LOS MEJORES CUENTOS.

4
\

_—

== Author: Sergio Pitol NEW

Winner of the Cervantes Prize in 2005, Pitol is one of Mexico’s most compelling and imaginative
contemporary writers. This book is comprised of 14 stories ordered chronologically but with very
different geographical settings, each of which is related in some very special way to Mexico. As
the writer himself asserts, these 14 stories form a kind of literary autobiography.

Salvador Vergara Instituto Cervantes Chicago
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MELODRAMA.

== Author: Jorge Franco

Vidal, a handsome young man, one day discovers a mark on his neck that is the warning of
a fatal iliness. Since he’s not able to tell Perla the disgrace, he abandons her. He prefers that
she make false suppositions. It seems that Vidal dies soon and his condition as an omniscient
dead man allows him to tell us about his life and family. But Vidal isn’t dead and his
relationship with Perla isn’t what we believe it to be at the beginning. The unravelling of the
intrigue happens in small doses that keeps us on edge for nearly 400 pages.

Tom LaSalle Ferguson Library

MEMORIAS DE ALTAGRACIA

== Author: Salvador Garmendia

Salvador Garmendia is one of the most interesting novelists to come out of Venezuela in
the 20th century. As Garcia Marquez does with Macondo, Garmendia makes Memorias de
Altagracia into a marvelous nostalgic journey through childhood and the rural world that
disappears in adulthood, which he tries to preserve in this work.

Lluis Agusti Instituto Cervantes New York

MEMORIAS bDE MAMA BLA

N
= Author: Teresa de la Parra NEW
The narrator introduces the book as the “suaves recuerdos” (gentle memories) of Mama
Blanca. On the surface full of nostalgia, the political and social conflict of 19th century
Venezuela are always in the background. Humble workers on the hacienda are described
with great tenderness, among them Vicente Cochocho who occasionally disappears to lead
rebels whor are fighting against the government.

Richard Heyer Biblioteca “Jorge Luis Borges”

MEXICO ANTE DIOS.

== Author: Francisco Martin Moreno NEW
A well-written and entertaining historical novel covering the large — and for the author,
nefarious — part the Catholic Church played in 19th century Mexican history. One of a series of
historical novels by this author. In their scope these remind me of Gore Vidal's historical novels
and Martin Moreno’s works similarly should be in every popular collection. Others in this series
include “México Negro” and “México Acribillado.”

Mark Rex Salt Lake City Public Library
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MI VESTIDO VERDE ESMERA

SN
== Author: Alister Ramirez Mérquez NEW

Mi vestido verde esmeralda tells the story of an extraordinary woman, Clara, living in the
Colombian Andes during the 20th century. It is a story that not only portrays her suffering,
the protagonist, but also reflects the long and arduous physical and methaphysical journey of
immigrant women to unknown lands.

Nellie B. Mulkay gual Education Technical Assistance Center at NYU

MILAGROS DE NUESTRA SENC

== Author: Gonzalo de Berceo

Berceo is the earliest known poet in Spanish literature and the first representative of the
“mester de clerecia” school. This great religious poem, presented as a collection of 25 tales,
is written is an intimate, personal style. Berceo interspersed his narrative with simple humor
and realistic homely detail which accentuate his at times almost mystical reverence. His
populism and rustic language continue to exercise their spell and charm the modern reader.
His other best known work is a vivid account of the life of Santo Domingo de Silos.

Eduardo de Lamadrid Irans-Lingual Communications Inc.

EL MISTERIO DE LA CRIPTA E

== Author: Eduardo Mendoza

A very satiric, gothic novel set in Barcelona.

Lynn Shirey Harvard College Library

MISTERIOSA BUENOS AIRES.

== Author: Manuel Mujica Lainez

By means of a series of chronologically arranged stories, the Argentine writer Mujica Lainez
reconstructs the history of Buenos Aires since its foundation to the 20th century. An exquisite
reconstruction of characters and epochs through the superb gifts for narrative and evocation
by the author of another of the greatest novels in Spanish of all time, Bomarzo.

Lluis Agusti Instituto Cervantes New York
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LA MUERTE DE ARTEMIO CR!

== Author: Carlos Fuentes

Mexican novelist Fuentes narrates the events of Artemio Cruz’s life on his death bed in
various voices. One reviewer wrote that before dying Cruz examines the value of his existence.

Millie Torrance Sacramento Public Library

LA MUERTE Y LA DONCELLA.

N
== Author: Ariel Dorfman NEw

N

Death and the Maiden, a theatrical work by this renowned Chilean writer, was originally
published in 1991 and taken to the screen by Roman Polanski in 1994. Dorfman (poet,
playwright, novelist, essayist, and fervent human rights activist) has also been Professor of
Spanish Literature at the University of Chile, the University of Amsterdam, the Sorbonne
(Paris V), the University of California-Berkeley, and the University of Maryland. Since 1985 he has
been a Professor of Latin American Studies at Duke University and a researcher at many other
universities in the United States. In 1971, in collaboration with Armand Mattelert, he wrote
Reading Donald Duck, where both describe the ideological components of the animations of
Walt Disney, from the perspective of both Marxist and psychoanalytic theories. This work was the
impetus for much subsequent research into the ideological impact of children’s literature, including
Babar the Elephant and the Lone Ranger, as well as into other manifestations of mass culture.

Marcelo Ayala Instituto Cervantes Chicago

MUERTOS DE PAPEL.

£

N

== Author: Alicia Giménez Bartlett NEW

The popularity of Alicia Giménez Bartlett and her character, Inspector Petra Delicado, provides
definite proof that the detective novel does not have to remain an exclusively male genre.

Paloma Graciani Biblioteca “José Emilio Pacheco”

MUJERES DE OJOS GRANDES

= Author: Angeles Mastretta

Set in Puebla, Mexico the stories recount the traditions and lives of Mexican women in past
decades.

Millie Torrance Sacramento Public Library
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= Author: Juan José Mills TNew
This book of memoirs in novel form, deals principally with childhood and touches upon
adolescence. Millas offers us his own very particular vision of the events of his childhood in a
luminous, expansive, and Mediterranean Valencia, contrasted with Madrid, rather with a
street in Madrid, where everything is colder and grayer, although still full of surprises. Through
Millas’ gaze, his own family, the neighbors, friends, and the lost parade with humor and bitterness
through that private universe that becomes his street. For those encountering the work of Juan José
Millas for the first time, this work could be a good starting point for understanding the world, the
characters, and the phobias which populate his novels and articles. It's as if the author has lain on the
psychoanalyst’s couch, and through the course of 233 pages, emptied (and that is one of the
novel’s strengths) the contents of his mind. This novel gained the author the Planeta Prize of 2007.

Salvador Vergara Instituto Cervantes Chicago

EL MUNDO ALUCINANTE.

== Author: Reinaldo Arenas

This is the story of one amazing character, the candid and picaresque Fray Servando, a Latin
American hero who finds himself fighting against the Spanish Inquisition during the time of the
Mexican independence wars. The novel is a dialogue between fiction and history, fantasy and
magic, where some events are told from several perspectives. A whimsical, amazing read.

Alina San Juan Trade Comission of Spain

EL MUNDO HA VIVIDO EQU
N
== Author: Roberto Fontanarrosa NEW
Humor book based on real life stories and popular culture.

Rafael Pérez Mercado Biblioteca Publica Raquel Quifiones

LOS MUNDOS QUE AMO.
N\ £

_— =

== Author: Daina Chaviano NEW

This book, despite being classified as literature for juveniles, can be perfectly enjoyed by
adults as well. Although putatively a work of fiction, it is narrated in such a convincing manner
that the reader begins to doubt if what he or she is reading is real or science fiction. | would
classify it as a classic of Hispanic American contemporary science fiction for youngsters.

Robert Zaman US Librarian
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LA NADA COTIDIANA.
Nz
== Author: Zoe Valdés NEW

This is a feminist novel about the life of a woman in Cuba during the Castro regime. It is a very
modern novel.

Natalie Romano Colorado Supreme Court Law Library

== Author: Carmen Laforet

A feminist novel about a yound woman who moves to Barcelona to study in the wake of the
Spanish Civil War.

Patricia Figueroa Brown University Library

NADIE ENCENDIA LAS LAMPARZ

== Author: Felisberto Hernandez

This just may be my favorite collection of short stories ever. Writing long before the magical
realism captivated the world’s attention, Uruguayan composer, pianist and writer Felisberto
Hernandez was churning out fantastical and quintessentially surreal stories all by himself in
Montevideo. Italo Calvino called him as “a writer like no other: like no European, nor any Latin
American. He is an ‘irregular’ who eludes all classification and labeling, yet he is unmistakable
on any page to which one might randomly open one of his books.”

Claude Potts University of California

NARRACIONES.

== Author: Jorge Luis Borges

These are short stories by Jorge Luis Borges. | recommend it because the author was well-
known, and the stories are acknowledged all over the world.

Guillermina Raffo Magnasco St. Thomas University

== Author: Miguel de Unamuno

Akey work in Spanish literature. In this novel, Unamuno tackles once again the golden theme of the
ambiguity between reality and fiction, and combines it with the narrative innovation of dialogues
between the creator and his characters.

Paloma Celis Carbajal UW-Madison
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NO PASO NADA.

== Author: Antonio Skarmeta NEW

The story is about Lucho and his family having to abruptly leave Chile during the
Pinochet dictatorship. The family immigrates to Germany upon learning that the father has
been placed on “The List”. Lucho, like so many other children of families who immigrate, has
to quickly adapt to the German way to help his parents. Things are not easy for Lucho either.
He has a bit of a rough time with the language, culture, and even the weather. Adapting takes
time and problems arise during the acculturation process but Lucho ingeniously overcomes
these and matures through the process.

Alma Ortega University of San Diego

NO SERA LA TIERRA.

== Author: Jorge Volpi

This novel narrates the great transformations of our time: the fall of the Berlin Wall, the coup
d’etat against Gorbachey, Yeltsin’s ascension to power, germ warfare and the Human Genome
Project. In a style both elegant and profound, Volpi explores the avarice, the passion and the
egotism which move human beings, within the political-historical context of globalization.

Juan Pablo Debesis Lectorum

NOMBRE DE TORERO.

N\ £
== Author: Luis Sepilveda %:%
In this magisterial novel, Luis SepUlveda presents a gallery of characters marked with the
sign of failure. Insurance agents, German spies, and a series of rootless Chileans appear in
a story that covers the history of world politics in the last decades of the 20th century. His
background themes are the failure of utopias and the need to survive in spite of all obstacles
and failures.

Paloma Graciani Biblioteca “José Emilio Pacheco”

LA NOVELA DE M1 VIDA.

Nz

Z

= Author: Leonardo Padura NEW

A Cuban professor of literature based in Spain returns to Cuba for the purpose of finding a
lost manuscript of the 19th century poet José Maria Heredia and of finding out who was the
childhood friend who traduced him as a counterrevolutionary and caused him to go into exile.

Rafael E. Tarrago University of Minnesota
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NOVELAS EJEMPLARES.

== Author: Miguel de Cervantes

The best short narratives in the Spanish language. Others probably named Don Quixote,
the obvious selection. But this volume definitively changed the course of short fiction in the
Spanish language and profoundly influenced other European literatures. No subsequent
novelist has escaped its influence.

Isaias Lerner CUNY

LA NOVIA pE ODESSA.

== Author: Edgardo Cozarinsky

Relatively unknown until now by the public at large, Edgardo Cozarinsky is an Argentine
filmmaker and writer who has resided in Paris since 1974. The Bride of Odessa (La novia de
Odessa) is an excellent work from the literary point of view, combining fiction and memory in
a fascinating way. The intertwined personal stories of Cozarinsky’s Jewish oral memory leads
us to reflect on the meaning and truthfulness of origins and history.

Lluis Agusti Instituto Cervantes New York

LA NOVIA OSCURA.

== Author: Laura Restrepo

This is one of the best of Latin American novels published in the last 20 years. This book has
been praised as factual, beautiful, funny, perceptive, luminous and unforgettable.

Alvaro Sanabria San Francisco Public Library

NUBOSIDAD VARIABLE.

== Author: Carmen Martin Gaite

An intense and intimate contemporary novel about a mature woman’s friendship and the
nature of writing.

Lynn Shirey Harvard College Library
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OBABAKOAK.

= Author: Bernardo Atxaga

Bernardo Axtaga is among those Basque writers whose work has been recognized and widely
disseminated beyond the borders of Eusquera. His best-known is perhaps Obabakoak, which
received the National Literature Prize granted by the Spanish Ministry of Culture. Obabakoak
is a collection of finely honed, humorous and ironic short stories. The stories are all set in
Obaba, a somewhat magical imaginary region in the Basque country. A magnificent work of
universal scope.

Lluis Agusti Instituto Cervantes New York

OBRAS COMPLETAS (Y OTROS

== Author: Augusto Monterroso

“God has not yet created the world; he is only imagining it, as if he were half asleep. That
is why the world is perfect, but confused,” is both the beginning and end of one of Augusto
Monterroso’s stories. This author’s works are always short; they are subtly ironic more than
humorous. Better known as Tito, Monterroso—a native of Guatemala—is the reason this
literary genre predicated on brevity has achieved maturity in Spanish. A clean and pleasant
read, and highly recommended.

Lluis Agusti Instituto Cervantes New York

EL OBSCENO PAJARO DE LA

== Author: José Donoso

The voice which narrates this eminent work from the Latin American boom flows
indefatigably from the lips of the Little Mute, as in a voyage from being to nothingness,
creating a cavernous and decrepit world. A world which from the first to last page acquires
the dimension of a universe from which the reader cannot escape.

OCHENTA Y SEIS CUENTOS.

N
== Author: Quim Monzo NEW
Possessing an ironic, diverting, surrealistic, and tender style which is unmistakable, Quim
Monzo is able to give his stories such unexpected turns which lead the reader to reflection, and
for a time, confusion. Monzo is one of the essential short story authors, and has been translated
widely into Spanish and English from his native Catalan.

Salvador Vergara Instituto Cervantes Chicago
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OJO roR DIENTE.

== Author: Rubén Bareiro Saguier

The Paraguayan poet and storyteller Rubén Bareiro offers in this work eleven stories of a
social character about the reality as lived in Paraguay. Although this statement may appear
superfluous, and perhaps also due to his experiences of persecution and exile, language, the
word, assumes pride of place in this book, and in all of Bareiro’s work. In his stories flows his
poetry, a poetry expressed both in Spanish and Guarani. The resulting multiplicity of sonorous
registries allows the poet to delve deeply into language, into all languages, into the formal
beauty of words and images. An author that needs to be rediscovered.

Lluis Agusti Instituto Cervantes New York

Ny
== Authors: Hernén Migoya y Joan M. Marin %:W/

Written by Migoya and drawn by Marin, this graphic novel tells the story of fishmonger
Olimpita Garcfa Garcia who falls in love with a Senegalese immigrant, upending her life.
The neighborhood in which she and her hushand, immigrants themselves from Andalucia
to Catalonia, live is carefully portrayed. The difficulties of immigration, from broken dreams,
uprootedness and loss of identity, to poverty and despair are starkly evident, in part through
the destabilizing use of both Catalan and Spanish.

Sarah G. Wenzel University of Chicago

OPERACION MASACRE.

]

A £
== Author: Rodolfo Walsh NEW
A pioneering work in the genre of the non-fiction novel, which relates a real event in novelized
form, namely, the execution by firing squad of groups of civilians suspected of having formed
part of counter-coup against the military dictatorship in 1956. As such, Walsh introduces